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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 


March 12, 1938 


In reply refer to 
FE 88k. he's N 16 Manohuria/272 


The Secretary of State presents his compliments 


to the Honorable the Secretary of the Treasury and, 


referring to this Department's letter of December 30, 


1937, encloses herewith, in duplicate, for the confi- 
dential information of the Treasury Department, a Copy 
of despatch No. 71, dated January 27, 1938, from the 
American Consulate General at Mukden, concerning the 
policy of the “Manchukuo Government“ in regard to the 
suppression of the use of narcotic drugs. 

Attention is invited to the budget figures for 


1938 representing an anticipated increase in consumption 


of opiun. 


Enclosure: 


From Consulate General, Mukden 
Wo. 71, January 27, 1938, in duplicate. 


PURL: http://www. legal-tools.org/doc/de2e38/ 


The 2 Service 
United States of America 


American Consulate General, 
makes, Manehuria 
fanuary 87, fess. 


"“Manshuime” Opiua Peliey. 


The Honorable 
The Seeretary of State, 
Washington. 


I heave the hener te refer te recent éespatehes 
Conserning “Manebukuo's” reformed opium ané narectics 
pole. It will be reealled that tals effice hesi- 
tated to state whether the new pelliey represented honest 
iateat on the part of the Government to reduce, if not 
eradicate, the drug evil or whether it was merely « 
biene rationalisation ef tighter Gevernnest seatre) 
over the pin an4 aarecties revenue. 

Rudy of the 1038 budget**, menopelies Special 
eeeunt, goes « long way towards Gissipating uncortaiaty 
as to the Governaeat's motive for instituting a so-called 
reform of ite e;ium peliey. The fellewing est ies tel 
Comparisons taken frou the preeeding and current budgets 


ere revealing: 
2 1 
murehase of rew pee 89,085,000 22, 683, O00 
ale of e ius , 680,000 71,068, 800 


* Despatehes Kes. . fg 69 te the 0 


dated september th bt ual 6, 1007, end 
Neveaber 89, 1937, ree 


peetively. 
„ despateh on the tudes is under preparation. 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/de2e38/ 


The price of vrew epiu= has net risen, that of pre- 

cosced opium has risen tau.“ The above figures, 
therefore, represent an anticipated inerence in en- 
gumption, irrecenelilable with the Gevernseat’s announced 
intention te curb the use of the drug. es 


Gepy te the Consulate Generel, mis. 
Cepy te the Comeulate, Deires. 
Cepy to the Treasury Atteehe, nana t. 


611.4 
Wife 


*bue largely, it is rumored, to a shortage ariaiag out 
of the ea pture in Nevember or Lecember by insurgents 
ef 89 truekes transporting Gevernacat piu. The dif- 
ference between the purhecse and sele prices above 
does not represent Geverneent prefit. eee ind ané 
@istributing costs are wiknown. 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/de2e38/ 


